Statement by Ann Sangster on behalf of the community of Abernethy, 19 Oct 2011

I am here today on behalf of the community of Abernethy to appeal to the committee to defer a decision on this application 

There is a long, well documented, history of the environmental and amenity issues arising from the present waste operations at Binn. With the result the local community have grave misgivings in the applicants competence. 

It would seem however that we will have an incinerator of some description at Binn.

In the Planning Report paragraphs 97 & 98 (page 63) the Dargavel gasification plant at Dumfries is mentioned  - As this is what is proposed for the Binn site. 

Dargavel is meant to be state of the art – yet it has proven it is lacking in its ability to do the job and the ability of it to run safely. As a result it shut down in April 2011.

SITA have said they will make modifications. . – Who is to say these will work.

 - Can SITA give us unconditional assurances that we will not suffer from the problems and potential hazards that residents around Dargavel have had to put up with.

 - It appears the manual on this operation is being written ‘on the hoof’.

 - Experience tells us that a Company’s objectives come from the top, so based on past performance  - Are we to be the Guinea pigs once again.

No toxic waste is to be accepted however the process will produce toxic waste. On asking SITA -  re Ash residue – we found that not only will the bottom ash have a high carbon content it will also require further processing. 

When asked  - What will they do with it  - we were informed they don’t know yet.

Operational impact is an important land use planning consideration –(Operational control is regulated by SEPA.)

There are implications with this application that may affect the current and future land use in the area. Not perceived implications - see SEPA - Site Status Reports for Dargavel. 







(16th Sept & 3rd May 2011)

Conditions

We are informed the application is for 60,000 tons per annum of waste. However this is not quantified in any of the conditions.

And while condition No 4 

Places limits of sorts it should be noted  - Under EU legislation and as interpreted by SEPA the Potential feeder area can be the whole of Scotland.  (I.e. 25% of Scottish Waste)
It is felt condition No 8 

Should have an additional clause to ensure efficiency –for example - No waste shall be treated unless electrical power is being generated except during periods of  - for example -  generating plant maintenance or National grid unable to accept.

This would maximise the energy recovery process - unlike Dargavel, which to date has not produced a single watt of electricity. 

we are concerned that  - In land use terms there is no condition to secure  

A plan for decommissioning /restoration to agreed standards for future land use.

Finally 

There are too many loose ends with land use consequences and  as this application stands it does not justify a departure from the Development Plan

For this reasoning we beseech you to apply 

Precaution to this application and defer a decision at present.

Our simple request is for an energy recovery process, which can be properly regulated and operated safely

 - So that we may have confidence in our future.

